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1. My name is GREGORY ROBERT BAGGS.   I live at Karaka Pa, "Mill Rd, 

Paeroa.   My connections to Ngati Tamatera are firstly through my father, 

who was brought up by Mutu te Moananui, who was the son of Hirama Te 

Moananui, and grandson of Hirawa, and great-grandson of Tanumeha te 

Moananui. These were all Ngati Tawhaki leaders. Mutu was married to my 

great-great aunt Hera Pakinga, who is connected to Ngati Tamatera through 

Ngati  Rangipuata  who were  closely  allied  through   marriage  to  Ngati 

Tawhaki, one of the major hapu of Ngati Tamatera. 

2. Mutu and Hera had no children of their own but they raised a number of 

children of the whanau,  including my father, James Mutu Baggs, who 

inherited from Mutu. 

3. To start with my father.   Dad had gone to Wellington and later to Auckland 

from Paeroa for work when he was a teenager.   He met up and married 

Mum and they had six of us children.   Three have passed away, two as 

babies, and one in a motor-bike accident. 

4. I was born in Auckland and lived at Otara all my early life, doing all my 

schooling there.  I did not leave until I was in my late thirties.    My Mum and 

Dad supported us well, and we had a good upbringing.   Dad had regular 

work so we were well-provided for. 

5. When I was part-way through my fourth form year my Dad got me a job at 

the Manukau City Council where I worked for two weeks until I was sacked. 

I had a run-in with the boss and my old man wasn't too happy about it.   He 

worked there for close to forty years. 

6. I got another job a week later at Hellaby's Meat Works in Otahuhu where I 

worked for a season until I was laid off with the others.   A week later I got 

another job with the NZ Electricity Dept known as Hydro in Otara, as a 

linesman.    I was there for twelve years, and progressed from a youth 

labourer to a first linesman in charge of eight other men in my crew until 

once again we were all laid off.   I also did rigging and crane-operating for 

many years prior to moving to Paeroa. 
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7. I enjoyed this work, working with other people my own age, some who were 

old school mates who started there at the same time as me. 

8. From when I was around sixteen a number of us young men from around 

Otara used to get together and from this small beginning grew a gang. We 

were Maori, Pacific Islanders, Pakeha; all sorts.   We wore gang patches 

which identified us from the other gangs.   The small groups from all over 

Otara groups came together because there were a lot of gangs coming into 

Otara from out of our area stirring up trouble.   We worked together and 

were into a lot of sports, for instance rugby league.   There were gangs 

associated with the other league clubs back in the 70's. 

9. When I was around seventeen I tried smoking marijuana but didn't like the 

way it put me off my guard.   It was just coming on the scene then.   I was 

one of those men who liked to watch out that everyone was alert for any 

battles erupting. I'm still not into smoking marijuana or cigarettes today. 

10. When I was twenty my partner and I had our first child. 

11. Our gang spread to other areas of South Auckland and we used a name for 

several years, until some of our old people talked to us about the name 

being offensive to them because of what it represented.   It was associated 

with the Nazis who they had fought against in the Second World War.   So 

the Otara Chapter burnt our patches out of respect for our elders and broke 

away.    By this time we had developed into a motorcycle club, and we took 

on a new name that represented all different nationalities.  We rode around 

the country as a group, visiting other chapters of our club. 

12. In both gangs we were involved with fundraising for the local league club 

and for the children, including for charities.   Having regular work gave my 

life a sense of stability and ! avoided the ups and downs I saw in many of 

my friends who at times became involved in illegal activities and have 

continued going in and out of jail, even now, in their mid-forties. 
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13. There  was  a  saying  that  I   remember.     When  we  do  good "no-one 

remembers, when we do bad no-one forgets”. 

14. When I was around twenty-four I married my partner.  We were associated 

at this time with the church which helped calm me down.   Before this I had 

been quite aggressive and ready to fight anyone.   I also pulled out of the 

Club for a couple of years at this time, but ended up back in again, through 

my own choice. 

15. We were getting tired of all the dramas of living in the city. We were worried 

about our eldest son and also our younger children growing up there and 

didn't want them going through all the dramas.   Particularly the drugs that 

are easily available.   It was too easy for both young ones and old ones to 

get into trouble.    It was hard living up there.    By this time we had four 

children ranging in age between sixteen and around three.    My father 

became unwell in Auckland and had to leave work because of this.   He and 

Mum moved back to Paeroa around 1990.     My father and mother and 

youngest brother were not well, so we decided to come down to Paeroa to 

support them. We felt this was the right time to move, so sold up the house 

in Auckland and bought a house in Paeroa.  We haven't regretted the move 

here, it's nice and laid back, a good place to bring up the kids. 

16. My dad added onto their little house so that it was big enough to hold 

whanau hui.   He was very creative and used old demolition stuff to do this. 

The house is now fifty-five years old, in disrepair and needs to be replaced. 

This land has come down to us from Mutu.   I have researched what other 

land Mutu left to my father, and have found that there is now only a small 

piece of multiply-owned Maori land, which cannot be used as security for a 

loan to build. 

17. Currently our extended family of six adults and two youngsters and two 

babies including my first grandchild are living in a three-bedroomed house. 

This is cramped but necessary because of family finances, like so many 

other whanau. 

18. In relation to my Maori language.   I was aware that the other leaders from 

Ngapuhi and Tuhoe, for instance, were able to speak Maori on behalf of 

their Chapters at gatherings.  But I couldn't so I felt it was time to learn and 
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also to take up the lead in my family as the eldest son after my father 

passed away in 1998. 

19. In 1998 at a carpentry course, I talked with one of the tutors about joining a 

Te Ataarangi Te Reo course which was going to start up in 1999.    Since 

that time I have been a student there for three years, tutored by three 

excellent tutors. Then this year I have started studying with Te Wanaanga o 

Aotearoa. These past three years have really changed my life, learning new 

levels of what it is to be Maori.  The history of what our people have been 

through and are going through.  It is a whole new world to me after living in 

the city suburbs all my early life, and only knowing the "hood" life.  I am now 

learning more about whaikorero and marae tikanga and kawa with a well- 

respected male tutor of Hauraki. My partner supports me in my journey. 

20. I am more respectful of other people now, and I find that people can get on 

with me easier these days.  I find that I am being treated differently because 

of these changes in my life.   I now have an identity as a part of the big 

Hauraki whanau when I stand up and speak anywhere, whereas before I 

spoke as only belonging to Otara. 

GREGORY ROBERT BAGGS DATE: 
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